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Abstract  
A number of new tools such as environmental management systems – EMAS and EMS, environmental 
accounting, environmental reporting, life cycle assessment (LCA) and many others are available now for 
the purpose of making companies more environmentally pro-active. The EU Eco-Management and 
Audit Scheme (EMAS) is a voluntary scheme which allows all types of organizations to improve their 
environmental performance and achieve recognition for doing so. The Paper aims at practical application 
of the EMAS in the European Union. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The interest in the environmental performance of organizations is continually increasing. Taking a 
proactive approach to environmental challenges is now the hallmark of successful organizations 
(European Commission 2014). 
For a company, to be successful, managers have to analyse phenomena of the company environment on 
time and precisely and subsequently react to all changes (Širá 2011). 
The enterprises can regard the activities of environmental improvement as a cost factor. Actually, its 
effects on reducing the costs, increasing the corporate image, providing an opportunity for exporting, 
and strengthening the competitive advantage together with reducing the environmental effects. In 
addition to these, the increase in the environmental performance considered to be more effective in the 
future causes the increase in the organizational performance (Akgemci, T., Doganalp, B. Cagliyan, V. 
2010). 
Multinational and domestic corporations around the world are adopting environmental management 
systems (EMS) and certifying them by international standards ISO 14001 is becoming the dominant 
international standard for assessing environmental management processes and in Europe many firms are 
also registering their EMS according to the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) (Morrow,D., 
Rondinelli, D. 2002) 
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2. EMAS 
 
The EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) is a management instrument developed by the 
European Commission for companies and other organizations to evaluate, report, and improve their 
environmental performance. EMAS is open to every type of organization eager to improve its 
environmental performance. It spans all economic and service sectors and is applicable worldwide. 
Currently, more than 4,500 organizations and approximately 8,150 sites are EMAS registered 
worldwide, among them are many multinational enterprises, smaller companies as well as public 
authorities. 
EMAS’ distinctive key elements are performance, credibility and transparency (European Commission 
2014). 
Its origins lie in European Council Regulation 1836/93, which allowed participation by industrial sector 
organisations within the EU in the Scheme. This Regulation is now in its third version and extends to all 
types of organisations.  
The aim of EMAS is to recognise and reward those organisations that go beyond minimum legal 
compliance and continuously improve their environmental performance. 
EMAS is open to all types of organisations, from all economic sectors, wanting to declare publically 
their environmental performance, from SMEs, local authorities, large companies and multi-national 
companies. The scheme allows registration to be applied corporately to a whole organisation or to 
individual sites (NQA 2014). 
Through EMAS, the EU Commission seeks to motivate private and public organisations to improve their 
environmental performance on a voluntary, continuous and systematic basis. The starting point is an 
initial environmental review or stocktaking, which captures, analyses and assesses all environmental 
aspects of the company`s activities and all applicable legal requirements (UGA 2011). 
 

3. EMAS vs. EMS 
 
Documents resulting from the common principle but they differ by fact that some system components 
are recommended by one document and required by another. Both systems are similar and they differ 
formally. They are used concurrently in one organization only exceptionally.  The most important 
differences  in extents and requirements between EMS and EMAS are appointed in Table 1 below. 
 
Table 1: The most important differences in extents and requirements of EMS and EMAS 
Extent EMS EMAS 

Teritorial operation Worldwide European Union 

Management system contained contained 

Validity for types of activities all types mainly manufacturing industrial 
activities 

Input analysis recommended required 

Impact register recommended required 

Environmental statement not required required 

Competent authority not required required 

Business subject registration not required required 
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Audit cycle undetermined the longest period of three years 

End process management certification environmental statement verification, 
locality registration 

Source: own processing according to	  Environmental magazine and  Slovak University of Technology 
2007	  
 
EMAS is fully compatible with the requirements of ISO 14001, the international standard for 
environmental management systems, but there are a number of areas where EMAS goes further than ISO 
14001, as follows:  
• EMAS requires the organisation to carry out an environmental review of all environmental 
aspects of the organisation  
• EMAS requires the organisation to report against a set of core indicators – energy efficiency, 
material efficiency, waste, biodiversity and emissions  
• EMAS requires the production of an environmental statement (made available to the public) 
documenting the organisation’s environmental performance. This statement must be verified by a third 
party such as NQA to ensure that it accurately reflects the information portrayed.  
• EMAS requires that the organisation has an EMS in place which incorporates all the 
requirements of ISO 14001 and additional requirements relating to the environmental review, legal 
compliance, environmental performance, employee involvement and communication with the public. 
EMAS states that organisations must 'provide for compliance with all relevant requirements regarding 
the environment'. ISO 14001 only states that there must be a 'commitment to comply with relevant legal 
and other requirements'. Essentially, these can be interpreted similarly, in that, if legislation, guidelines, 
recommendations or best practices exist, knowledge of the legislation should be apparent and 
compliance should be demonstrated. Breaches of environmental legislation may result in EMAS 
registration being withdrawn. (NQA 2014) 

 
 
Figure 1: EMAS and ISO 14001 
Source: European Commission 2014 
 
The main root of the practical application of the EMS (ISO 14001) and EMAS is presented in the Figure 
1. We can see that comparing to the EMS (ISO 14001) EMAS is supplemented by 4 main functions + 
registration. 
 



eXclusive JOURNAL 
ISSN 1339-0260  

ECONOMY & SOCIETY & ENVIRONMENT    

	  

	  

Registration 
• Preparation of an Environmental Statement – Your environmental statement must be 
written clearly, using language that the general public will understand.  
• Verification – Once your statement has been prepared, an independent environmental verifier 
�ucha s NQA must ensure that it gives an accurate representation of your organisation and its activities 
and it fulfils the requirements of EMAS.  
• Validation – Once the independent verifier is satisfied that your statement and EMS meet the 
requirements, bearing in mind that changes may have been required, they will validate the environmental 
statement and supply you with a declaration on verification and validation activities.  
• Application – Once validated, you can forward the environmental statement, the declaration 
on verification and validation activities and the details of your site to the Competent Body responsible 
for the Regulation of EMAS in the EU Member State. In the UK, this is IEMA. A seperate application 
fee for this may be applicable.  
• Registration – EMA will then register acceptance of the validated statement and provides 
your organisation with a registration number. Your organisation can then use the EMAS logo on the 
environmental statement and corporate literature (as described in Annex V of the EMAS Regulation). 
 

 
Figure 2: Total number of EMAS records in EU countries 
Zdroj: European Commission 2014 
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Actually, 13 735 records from EU countries have been registered in EMAS register. We can see in the 
Figure 2 that the highest number of registered organisations are in the Italy and the Spain and the lowest 
in the Luxemburg, Malta and in the Slovenia. Latvia and Croatia have no registered organisations. 
 
We can observe the reference of the registered companies within the frame of individual economic 
sectors. The highest number of registered companies in the service sectors is in the Public administration 
– 422 companies. The lowest number of registered companies is in the Human health activities 
(according to NACE codes)  – 53 companies (see Fig. 3). 
 

 
Figure 3: Numbers of registered companies in leading service sectors 
Source: European Commission 2014 
 
The highest number of the registered companies in the industrial sectors is in the Waste and disposal – 
429 companies. The lowest number of registered companies is in Manufacture of paper and paper 
products (according to NACE codes) – 72 companies (see Fig. 4). 
  

 
Figure 4: Numbers of registered companies in leading industrial sectors 
Source: European Commission 2014 
 

4. CONCLUSION 
The EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) is a management instrument developed by the 
European Commission for companies and other organisations to improve their environmental 
performance. 
EMAS is open to all types of organisations, from all economic sectors, wanting to declare publically 
their environmental performance, from SMEs, local authorities, large companies and multi-national 
companies. Actually, 13 735 records from EU countries have been registered in EMAS register. The 
highest number of registered organisations are in the Italy and the Spain. The highest number of 
registered companies in the service sectors is in the Public administration – 422 companies. The lowest 
number of registered companies is in the Human health activities (according to NACE codes)  – 53 
companies. The highest number of the registered companies in the industrial sectors is in the Waste and 
disposal – 429 companies. The lowest number of registered companies is in Manufacture of paper and 
paper products (according to NACE codes) – 72 companies.  
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